
Container 
Gardening
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Carroll Soil and Water Conservation District



Start your seeds in inexpensive or
biodegradable containers before it’s time 
to move them to a bigger pot or outside.



Biodegradable Seed Starters



More Biodegradable Seed Starters



Easy no mess, no fuss 
way to grow lettuce or start seeds



Homemade Watering Cans



When to start seeds?



Here are some tips for getting started 
with container vegetable gardening:

 Bigger is better: The greatest challenge of container vegetable growing is 
watering, since soil dries out faster in pots than in the ground. A larger volume of 
soil won't dry out as fast, so choose the biggest pot you can. You can even mix 
compatible plants in a single large pot. 

 Plan for watering: So-called "self-watering" containers have a reservoir beneath 
the soil topped with a grid through which the roots can reach down to the water. 
Spread mulch over the soil in pots just as you would in a garden to keep moisture 
from evaporating. 

 Planning a summer vacation: It's wise to stick to spring and fall crops such as 
greens, peas or radishes, and let the pot garden go fallow while you're gone.

http://www.burpee.com/vegetables/container-favorites/


Start with Herbs

 Herbs are easy: especially if you begin with transplants. They will add a fresh-
grown taste to almost any meal. Remember to give them the same conditions 
they prefer when grown in a garden.

 All herbs need full sun: but some, such as rosemary, prefer dryer soil and fewer 
nutrients. Basil needs more fertilizer and watering.

 Move when needed: With pots, you may be able to finesse a sun shortage. Place 
a wheeled pot trolley (available in garden centers) under a large pot and move it 
to follow the sun. For example: move it into the sun in the morning. In the 
evening, when you want to sit on the patio, scoot it out of the way.

http://www.burpee.com/herbs/container-herbs/




Accept the Challenge!

 Tomatoes take some work. For pots, seek out dwarf varieties that are 
"determinate“ --meaning they will grow to a certain size, then stop and bear all 
their fruit in a few weeks. 

 Choose cherry tomatoes or those with fruit no more than two inches across, and 
if you can, buy transplants rather than trying to start your first tomatoes from 
seed. You will need a large container, at least the size of a five-gallon bucket. 

 Self-watering containers are wise because they even out the water and fertilizer 
supply and deter cracking, but you still will need to water frequently in summer. 

 Tomatoes sprawl and the fruits get heavy, so provide a cage for all but the most 
dwarf determinate tomato varieties. You can also install sturdy stakes when you 
plant and be attentive to tying new shoots to the stakes.

http://www.burpee.com/vegetables/tomatoes/
http://www.burpee.com/vegetables/tomatoes/cherry


9 Tips for Container Gardening
 The bigger the plant, the bigger the pot should be.
 The longer the plant takes to mature, the bigger the pot 

should be.
 Fruiting plants like tomatoes, peppers, etc. need more soil 

and more nutrients than greens like lettuce.
 Don’t over crowd.  You can plant varieties a bit closer 

than normal in a pot, but crowding leads to weak spindly 
plants. One tomato plant will actually produce more 
tomatoes than 4 plants in the same size pot.

 Pots are thirsty and dry out quickly. Keep pots evenly 
moist and try not to let them dry out between watering or 
get too saturated.



9 Tips for Container Gardening
Make sure there are drainage holes. Even if you put 

pebbles in the bottom, there still need to be holes to 
reduce risk of mold growth.

Container plants still need lots of sun. If you have partial 
shade, stick to herbs and greens.

 Rooftops can be windy. If you are growing containers on 
the roof, think about setting up some kind of windbreak, 
like lattice, that won’t cast too much shade.

 Use a light potting mix but make sure you have nutrient 
rich compost mixed in.



Traditional Container Gardens



Pallet Gardens



Fairy Gardens



Wheel Barrow Gardens



Vertical Gardens



Basket Gardens



Teepee Gardening



Gourd Tunnel Gardens



Recycled Container Gardening



Recycled Containers



Tire Gardens



Raised bed gardening



Log Gardens



Pollinator Gardens

Use a wide variety of plants that bloom 
from early spring into late fall.

Eliminate pesticides whenever possible.

Plant a butterfly garden!

http://www.fs.fed.us/wildflowers/pollinators/Monarch_Butterfly/do/index.shtml#butterflygarden


Check 
out this 

cool 
idea!
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